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1 Samuel Sermon Series 
To be Used: Session 1: Answered! 

Potential Sermon Title: A Grief Observed 
1 Samuel 1:10-18,26-28  

 
Connection to the Passage 
 
Out of Hannah’s grief came her legacy. God honored her by answering her desperate prayer.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
Nothing fuels our prayer life like desperation. When His people are weak, helpless, hopeless, and 
ready to wave the white flag of surrender, God is ready for His greatest work. What if the 
desperation we find ourselves in is actually God’s plan for us? As a loving Father, God is always 
at work for our best and His glory. Desperate times are God’s training ground for growth. We 
learn to trust God in new ways during these times. We learn the benefits of humble dependence. 
We learn to trust God not only in desperation but also in ordinary needs. We discover that when 
it comes to the new birth of salvation, we are all helpless and in need of God’s intervention. 
Since faith in God brings Him glory and is for our good, we know that anything that grows our 
faith is a loving gift from a loving God. This is seen clearly in the story of Hannah in her 
beautiful, desperate prayer for God to provide her a child who she in turn would dedicate to the 
Lord.  
 
Outline 
 
I. The God Who Cares (1 Sam. 1:10-11) 

a) Hannah’s Pain (v. 10) – God had prevented Hannah from bearing children (v. 6). In her 
barrenness, Hannah found no consolation from those around her. For years, Hannah felt 
the stinging mockery of her rival Peninnah (vv. 6-7), and her husband Elkanah’s 
attempts to comfort her with well-intended sympathy fell flat (v. 8). Deeply distressed, 
she began to pray to the Lord through bitter tears that caught the ear of her 
compassionate heavenly Father (Ps. 6:8). 

b) Hannah’s Promise (v. 11) – Hannah made a vow to God that if He would provide her a 
son, she would give him back to God. She was not bribing God but was demonstrating 
an act of humble faith, recognizing that only God could overcome her barrenness. In the 
same way, we are all spiritually barren when it comes to salvation.  

 
II. The God Who Hears (1 Sam. 1:12-18) 

a. Eli’s Perspective (vv. 12-14) – Eli the priest observed Hannah and assumed that she was 
drunk (v. 13). Eli didn’t recognize anguished prayer when he saw it. In the same way, 
the disciples were accused of drunkenness after the Holy Spirit fell upon them at 
Pentecost (Acts 2:13). Many will not recognize or understand why someone would deal 
with their heartache through prayer. 

b. Hannah’s Petition (vv. 15-18) – Hannah’s response to Eli’s accusation reveals much 
concerning her heart before the Lord. She described herself as “a woman with a broken 
heart” (v. 15), pouring out her heart before the Lord and praying from deep anguish and 
resentment (v. 16). 
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III. The God Who Answers (1 Sam. 1:26-28) 

a. God’s Presence (v. 26) – Hannah had no spiritual credentials other than her humility, 
and yet this obscure woman from the hills of Ephraim found an audience with God. 

b. God’s Provision (vv. 27-28) – From His goodness and mercy, God answered Hannah’s 
prayer and provided her with a son. She in turn made good on her vow and gave her son 
back to the Lord. Hannah was vindicated by the grace of God.  

 
Conclusion 
 
Hannah’s story teaches us about our humility and dependence on God as well as God’s 
faithfulness to us. God can be trusted in every circumstance because He works all things for our 
good (Rom. 8:28). We are all spiritually barren, unable to save ourselves and in a state of 
desperation. However, God is faithful. He provided His Son, Jesus, for all who admit their utter 
helplessness and cry out to Him in faith. 
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